
About Coast Funds: Part I in a series

In the late 1990s, First Nations, environmental groups, private conservation 
foundations and the federal government began exploring ideas to meet 
conservation goals in the Great Bear Rainforest and Haida Gwaii. Everyone agreed 
that it would only be through successful partnering and collaboration with First 
Nations communities that viable solutions would be found. 

It was also recognized that the key to a durable and healthy environment in the 
Great Bear Rainforest is the maintenance of the link between the environment and 
the First Nations, and supporting a sustainable economy and healthy communities. 
The First Nations made it clear they did not want to rely on unsustainable 
government program funds to support those goals. Discussions culminated 
in the groundbreaking signing of historical land use agreements with the First 
Nations and the 2007 establishment of the $120 million Coast Opportunity Funds, 
including both conservation and economic development funds allocated to each 
First Nation community. 

Coast Funds is responsible for approving awards from the allocations to the First 
Nations for projects that meet the goals and criteria agreed to by the creators 
of the funds. By the end of August 2011, Coast Funds had approved economic 
development awards of $18 million and conservation fund awards of $5.8 million, 
and allocated conservation funds of $9.35 million. Eighteen First Nations had 
utilized all or a portion of their economic development allocations, and twelve 
had utilized conservation allocations. Coast Funds now supports conservation 
management efforts in First Nations whose traditional territories in total cover over 
80% of the Project Area and include more than 110 of the 126 conservancies.

In Part II, we’ll describe in more detail 
the unique vision and mandate of 
Coast Funds, as stewards of the funds 
allocated to every First Nation to support 
durable and long-lasting economic and 
conservation outcomes. 

Other interesting information
A recent article in Scientific American Magazine profiles Heiltsuk First Nation: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.
cfm?id=first-nations-tribe. You can read about Heiltsuk’s ancient village of Luxvbalis at: http://www.vancouversun.com/
technology/have+uncovered+lost+village/5226599/story.html. In July, National Geographic magazine featured the Great 
Bear Rainforest: http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/08/canada-rainforest/barcott-text; http://ngm.nationalgeographic.
com/2011/08/kermode-bear/barcott-text.

First Nations-owned and operated CFNR Classic Rock Radio broadcasts to every community on the Central and North Coast 
and Haida Gwaii and will feature Coast Funds’ project stories over the coming year. In the meantime, tune in at 6pm weeknights 
with William Wesley highlighting First Nations culture, language and traditions and check for community event listings at 
http://www.classicrockcfnr.ca/. 

The S E P T E M B E R  2011

Coast Funds News
Our 2010 Annual Report was issued in 
June and can be read online at www.
coastfunds.ca. Contact us for a print copy.

It is the Board’s custom to hold a meeting 
in the Project Area every year. We will 
be holding our September meeting in 
We Wai Kai and Wei Wai Kum territory, 
touring some local projects. A report and 
photos will be in our next newsletter.

One of the things we will be talking about 
is our 2012 Strategic Plan. We plan to 
undertake a comprehensive review of our 
activities and outcomes to date. We want 
to talk with the people who have been 
involved, hear about challenges as well 
as achievements, and get your opinions 
and advice on our future direction. In 
the meantime, you can always check our 
website or contact the office for up to 
date information on all of our activities.
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